Michigan Overdose Prevention Coalition
2025 Harm Reduction Legislative Summary

Harm reduction is a public health approach that aims to reduce the negative impacts of substance use.
Syringe service programs (SSPs) are community-based prevention programs that participate in harm
reduction efforts every day across Michigan.
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Now is the time to increase support and funding for these lifesaving programs.
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An inconsistent patchwork of different laws across the state means that many O O O
Michigan municipalities continue to criminalize harm reduction activities. D D D

To continue the unprecedented decline of overdose deaths in Michigan, the legislature must:

e Authorize SSPs statewide
e | egalize harm reduction services such as fentanyl test strips
e Ensure sufficient funding to maintain and grow these lifesaving programs statewide

Legislation to authorize the establishment and operation of SSPs statewide will:
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Allocating local and state funding to SSPs and harm reduction services
will ensure sustained efforts to save lives.



About Syringe Service Programs

Keep people alive by preventing overdoses

Michigan has distributed over 730,000 naloxone kits and recorded over 6,600 overdose
reversals between 2020 and 2024 via its Naloxone Direct Portal.®

Fentanyl test strips are tied to safer drug use and greater overdose prevention.®

Reduce crime by linking people to drug treatment, housing, and other social services
SSPs do not lead to increased arrests for drug possession, violent crime, or assaults against police.”
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